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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen
I thank you so much for joining us today to celebrate the start of our work in Nigeria. What started as a dream 10 years ago has now become a reality. I give glory to the Almighty Father that we are all sitting here today, in this hall to celebrate AFRUCA Foundation Nigeria.
Let me tell you a little bit about our story at AFRUCA. This new charity being established is an arm of the UK organization – Africans Unite Against Child Abuse which I established in 2001 10 years ago to help address many of the problems and challenges faced by African children and their families in the UK. We have achieved a number of successes and I will briefly outlined some of them and why these achievements stand us in good stead as an organization capable of addressing similar problems and issues in Nigeria.
It is very saddening to note that Nigerian children in the UK score a number of “firsts”. If you approach many London local authorities to reveal their child protection figures they will tell you that Nigerian children form one of the highest number being removed from their families and placed in care due to allegations of different forms of child abuse. This might sound simple but it is not. Many of our Nigerian families in the UK are being destroyed and fragmented because children are being removed from their families. The other “first” that we score is to do with the very depressing issue of the trafficking of Nigerian children into the country for different forms of exploitation and abuse.  You can ask any government agency and any NGO working on trafficking issue in the UK. They will tell you without any doubt that Nigerian children are the most trafficked into the UK – certainly for domestic slavery and for sexual exploitation. I can personally tell you that this is the issue that causes me the most distress of all the issues we are working to address in the UK. 
The debate of what constitutes “child abuse” is one that we are still having in the UK and one that has wrecked havoc on many of our families. In many cases, our cultural beliefs and practices on how children should be brought up clash with the authorities’ idea of how children should be treated. This is why at AFRUCA UK, we have launched a unique programme of intervention to train African parents in what is called “child protection”. We want our parents to strengthen their knowledge and improve their practices and most importantly, we want to stop children being removed from their families. I am very happy to say that we have trained over 2,000 African parents since our project started in 2008. We are now working with African churches to help improve their knowledge of Child Protection so that their places of worship can be safe environments for children.
In the area of child trafficking, we have worked with over 200 young people in recent years who have gained the strength to escape from their ordeal. We have provided them with support in different ways. We have contributed to government policy to help enhance the intervention on trafficking.  We have been working very actively in the Uk African community to raise awareness of the issue and we have worked with others to achieve successful prosecution of child traffickers. However, I am very tired of working with young people once they have gone through terrible experiences – when I know we could have worked to prevent that young person entering this terrible situation in the first place. This is one of the main reasons why I have decided to establish AFRUCA in Nigeria. It is essential that we start to work here in Nigeria to address many of the reasons children are trafficked into countries in Europe. This would be a key priority for us at AFRUCA Foundation Nigeria. We want to work with agencies across the country to ensure this can happen.
These are just a couple of areas where we have impacted significantly over the past 10 years. We have achieved a lot more but this is to give you a flavor of what we can do here in Nigeria.
So what do we want to achieve in Nigeria in the next 10 years. Let me give you our “WishList”. Top of that wishlist is our desire to work with government and others to help reduce the abuse of children in this country.  It is essential that our various local, state and national governments start to establish policies, guidelines and procedures for safeguarding children and prevent abuse, harm and exploitation. We want to collaborate with agencies to ensure this happens.
Secondly, I am very passionate about the issue of child domestic slavery. I have seen first hand how this has destroyed many young people in the UK and I know that this so called cultural practice, very prevalent among Nigerians is indeed a practice that we must work hard to eradicate in this society.  We want to work with agencies across the country to begin that process of change so that our children can be seen and treated as children and not as someone’s slave.
Thirdly, in investigating our potential work in Nigeria, a key issue that keeps coming up is that of the sexual abuse of children. Some people have said it is an epidemic in Nigeria.  When a case comes up and becomes public, people are upset. They want justice. No one actually thinks about the long term damage being done to the victim. We want to establish the first ever Healing Centre for Victims of Child Sexual Abuse in Nigeria and that work is already ongoing. We want to create a refuge where children who have been sexually abused can seek help, support and receive therapeutic assistance to help them move on with their lives.
There are laws that protect children in Nigeria. We want to work with government to ensure those laws are enforced. We want to see systems in place to safeguard children across the country. We want to create partnerships with different agencies, government, international bodies, community groups and many others to ensure we can truly achieve that mantra of “Every Nigerian Child Matters”.
So once again, I welcome you to this very important occasion. It is my joy that AFRUCA Foundation Nigeria has become a reality. I look forward to working with you all in the year to come so that we can ensure that “Every Nigerian Child” truly Matters.
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